
         

 Herbie’s 53rd Anniversary… 
By Gail Love, a.k.a. Drluv 

 

 

As most of you already know, we started a small group (5) approx. 3 months ago to search out 

and summarize various events around the country that might be appealing to the majority of 

individuals who plan on attending the special celebration of Herbie’s 53rd Anniversary with the 

idea of down selecting to the best 4 locations and then putting it our for you, the fans and 

owners to vote on deciding where this event may be held.  Well, we are at that point and need 

your input.  We need to select the location early, withing the next 2-3 months, so that detailed 

planning can be started.  Why might you ask so early?  Well, some venues are booked years in 

advance and if you do not start reserving rooms, etc., well in advance, you will find that they 

simply are not available.  So here goes.  If you have any questions, please feel free to drop me 

a PM or email me at drluvclermont@gmail.com.   

If you have been following our progress at all, you would know that we asked everyone 

interested in coming to the event to pre-register so that we would have an idea of where 

everyone was located.  As a result, a map was posted to the website at 

https://drluvclermont.wixsite.com/herbies-53rd-anniv/introduction where it was automatically 

updated to show where everyone was located based on the information you provided. In 

addition, 10 show locations located around the US and that were taken primarily from The 

Samba as well as 3 major car events including Hot Summer Nights in Reno, Crusin-the-Coast 

in Mississippi and Iola, WI were added to the list for us to consider.  All show locations 

considered are shown in green and owners/fans are shown in blue on the map below. 

 

Close-up of US/Canada Owners/Fans Wanting To Attend 

mailto:drluvclermont@gmail.com
https://drluvclermont.wixsite.com/herbies-53rd-anniv/introduction


 

From there, we split up the task of researching each show and trying to summarize them the 

best we could before attempting to select the four (4) shows we thought would be best for 

the 53rd.  Things we considered, but were not limited to, were location/travel distance for 

most people, things to do while there, ability to accommodate the crowd expected, i.e., 

food/lodging/space and even the weather.  Based on what we found out, we each selected 4 

locations and would now like to present the results to you so that you can help decide where 

and when we will meet in 2022.  We had no agenda other than to try our best to give you the 

best options.  I know that what is finally chosen will not appeal to everyone and will be 

impossible for some to attend, but hopefully the work that has gone into this to date will help 

us select the best possible location.  The reason we need to move forward quickly and make 

a decision is that there are a number of factors that must be considered and planned for 

years in advance if we are to get the most out of the event.  Your help in making this happen 

would be greatly appreciated. 

The Top Four… 

It was very difficult, but here are our top four locations for Herbie’s 53rd Anniversary as 

suggested by the planning committee along with some of the rationale that made them so.  

Although all four are believed to be potentially great sites, they are numbered 1 – 4 with No. 1 

being the most preferred… 

1. Crusin-the-Coast, Biloxi, MS – Early October 

 

2. Circle Yer Wagons, Sevierville, TN – Early May 

 

3. VW's In The Valley, Maggie Valley, NC – Mid September 

 

4. Central Florida, i.e., Daytona/Kennedy Space Center/Orlando, Date Flexible 

 

  



1)  Cruisin-the-Coast 

 
One of three general car shows looked at, this is the largest, longest running, weeklong, all 

makes and model car block parties in America.  Located directly on Hwy 90 along the 

beautiful Mississippi Gulf Coast, it is spread out over 50+ miles of highway with car corrals 

located in every town, drag racing, camping, auctions, tens of thousands of fans and plenty 

of entertainment.  The main reason for picking Cruisin vs Hot Summer Nights was the 

personal contacts and location. 

 

When: This year, Oct. 4 -11 

 

Typical Date: Usually on the second week of October 

 

Location: Biloxi, MS Coast 

 

Type:  Cruisin-the-Coast is one of the largest yearly car shows in the country with over 9000 

cars from around the country meeting along the Mississippi Gulf Coast from Pascagoula to 

Bay St. Louis, around a 50 mile stretch of old Hwy 90.  All types of cars are welcome (up to 

1989) and there are car corrals set up along the way where cars park for hours so that 

people can walk around and enjoy them for free.  When not parked, the cars cruise up and 

down the highway directly along the Gulf of Mexico where people set up tents, canopies, 

RV’s, chairs, etc., simply to watch. 

 

Duration of Event:  The event usually runs the entire week, but attendance is usually higher 

on Wednesday thru Saturday. 

 

Contact: (email and phone):  TBD 

 

Cost:  $60.00 for the week which includes access to the car corrals, special events, and 

entry for a free car given away each year.  However, you do not have to register if you 

choose not to, and you can still park in public parking and walk around to enjoy the cars. 

 

Lodging:  Most hotels are booked solid this time of year but there are rooms available if 

reservations are made in time (we already have 50 rooms reserved in advance).  The 

casino’s offer the best rooms but there are plenty of other smaller hotels around as well as 

RV parking, etc.. 

 

Typical Weather:  The weather along the coast in October is usually mild with a nice breeze 

coming off the gulf.  There is shade in a number of the public parking areas and comfort 

stations where car owners and spectators can relax, purchase drinks, etc.  In over 15 years 

of attending Crusin-the-Coast, we have only had rain 4 or 5 times which has slowed but not 

stopped the event, and it usually only lasts for part of a day.  Also, the event only ended once 

due to a hurricane and that only interrupted the last 2 days where the entire coast was shut 

down. 

 

Distance From:  Orlando – 557 miles, Boston – 1475 miles, Los Angeles – 1947 miles, Seattle- 

2666 miles 

 

Other Things in Area to do: 

 



Pros: 

A beautiful setting along the Gulf of Mexico with tens of thousands of spectators who love the 

yearly event and turn out all week long to watch the car's cruise. 

A large number of cars, usually more than 9000, spread out over around 50 miles of highway 

and throughout dozens of towns and car corrals along the route. 

Cruising of the cars is encouraged but is not required.  No fixed agenda for being at the car 

corrals or for cruising. 

An abundance of places to stay, eat, park, etc..  The casino’s provide plenty of entertainment 

including top name entertainers like Beach Boys, Tommy James and the Shondells, The 

Platters, etc.. 

Mild to warm weather with very little chance of being delayed due to rain, etc.. 

No cost unless we would want to be a part of the car corrals and to register for the car give-

a-way. 

Open to all types of cars, trucks, vans, rods, etc..  Plenty of VW’s. 

RV parking and potentially camping allowed. 

Absolutely beautiful area especially if you are a beach person. 

We could participate with everyone else or simply lay back and enjoy our own block party 

(see Other Info below)… 

 

Cons: 

It’s really hard to come up with any cons for this event except for maybe slow traffic on Hwy 

90 during certain times of the day and difficulty in finding places to stay if not made well in 

advance. 

Could be expensive due to the high price of hotels, Broadway type entertainment, etc..  

Official entry to Cruisin is limited to cars 1989 and older but you do not have to register if you 

do not care to join in the car corrals. 

 

Other Info: 

 

Update on Cruisin-the-Coast, 05/13/2020 by Gail Love 

 

In May, we took a trip to Biloxi, MS to scout out potential sites for the event.  We had already 

talked to the cruise office that is open year-round and was quite familiar with the area since 

we have family there and have attended their event for at least 15 years.  We know that hotel 

availability and space for parking is at a premium due to the large number of vehicles that 

attend each year.  We have always been given a warm reception with Herbie including 

special parking and accommodations from good friends and have entertained the crowds of 

Crusin for years. 

 

We knew that finding room to park 50 plus Herbies in a prime location would be difficult and 

that the Cruise office would not necessarily be able to give us preference with so many 

beautiful cars in attendance.  They do offer free entertainment at each car coral that is set up 

in the various towns but parking for so many cars is difficult.  The cruise office did tell me 

that they might be able to give us some prime parking at what they call Cruise Central where 

people register, and they have bands playing throughout the week.  Of course this is all 

dependent on how many cars we have, etc.. 

 

When we first arrived, my sister informed me that her daughter had talked with a friend 

regarding some property he had but was unsure that he would be able to make it available 

for us.  With his number in hand, we set out to explore the 50 miles of white sand beachfront 



for potential sites.  We also knew of several locations that might be good for parking 50 or so 

Herbies if available. 

 

This area is beautiful with its miles of white beach directly on the Gulf of Mexico.  The last 

hurricane that came through did destroy mile after mile of homes and businesses, but many 

have now rebuilt, especially the casinos.  However, there are still a number of beach front 

lots that are available for purchase.  As we traveled Hwy 90 that runs directly adjacent to the 

beach, we took down the names and numbers of those for sale.  One stood out that it was 

advertising event parking.  The owners of that property were Majestic RV Parks also located 

in Biloxi.  We called them only to find out that my sister's friend was the Vice President and 

COO for the company and that we attended her wedding together some 20 years ago. 

 

We were able to arrange a meeting with him at his office and he remembered the 

conversation with my niece and was excited about potentially having us.  They do have a 

development plan in works for the property, but he told me that it would very likely be after 

2022 before they start the work.  It turns out that they own 33 acres directly across the street 

from the beach with 800 feet of frontage on the beach itself.  They also have the RV park that 

is always full for Cruisin but were in process of building 30 cottages that could possibly be 

available for rent as well. 

 

We are now talking about what they may have to charge for us to rent the space but he 

repeatedly told me that he wanted to make it reasonable for us.  I have provided him with 

several possible layouts where we would be parked directly along Hwy 90 so that everyone 

passing by could easily see our cars, we could show an outside movie if we decided to do so, 

could put up a large tent like so many others do during the cruise week to give us more 

shade (there are plenty of large Oaks on the property), and even offer dry (no water/sewer) 

camping if needed for RV’s.  I’ve included several layouts below. 

 

The RV park finally gave us some rough costs that include $30-$50/car to park on the 

property for 4 days or the entire week, whichever we prefer.  If we paid the $50, they would 

make up t-shirts plus provide us with Majestic Oaks Huggies.  If someone wants to tent camp 

then we could do $20 per day.  This would be a real bargain anyway you look at it.  Just 

thinking about having our own private parking on the beach front really appeals to me and 

my wife.  We could then join in with the other cruisers throughout the week as we want.  By 

the way, our friend also told us that they hold nightly get-togethers at the park with food and 

entertainment that we would be welcome to attend (for free) as well.  The RV park is only a 

few miles from the site. 

 

We also stopped at numerous hotels along the beach front to see if it would be possible to 

reserve a block of rooms.  Only one hotel that we found, a nice Quality Inn, said that this 

would be possible.  Most everyone else had regulars that always stayed with them or were on 

a first come individual basis because of the large crowds.  The rates that were given us for 

the Quality Inn were from $160 to $180/night based on the room size.  This might seem high 

to some, but once you know the area and the rates for most other hotels, especially the 

casino’s that can run $400-$500/night, this seems like a very good rate.  The manager is 

going to draw up a contract for us if we want to go in this direction.  Of course, we would also 

have the RV parking, dry parking, and possibly the cottages as well. 

 

We also checked out potential parking locations in Ocean Springs, MS where the activity 

usually begins all the way to Bay St. Louis at the other end of this tremendous show.  I 



believe these two locations along with the beachfront parking would work out very well for 

us.  In Ocean Springs, I talked with the property owner of a home located one block off the 

downtown area where all the cars from Cruisin park and he was very much interested in 

having us.  The reason we looked at a lot and not trying to talk to our friend who is on the City 

Council was that we know how difficult it would be to park all the cars together downtown.  

By having reserved parking just one block off main street, we could cruise through town and 

then park the cars together while we enjoy the quaint downtown area, have lunch, etc., yet 

have the cars all in one location so that the people and press could take advantage of us 

being there. 

 

Bay St. Louis also has a lot that we have used for years.  It might be 2-3 blocks from where 

the cars from Cruisin normally park, but again space is at a premium.  Parking in this location 

would achieve the same result in that many park in this same area and it would be 

convenient for those interested in seeing the cars.  The property has a historic building 

(schoolhouse) located on it but the owner is local and owns several businesses in the area.  

We did not contact him but believe based on past years, that we could rent this area out for 

3-4 hours without a problem.  

 

Overall, the trip was a great success if we decide that this might be one of the locations we 

want to consider.  Based on years of attendance, I have to say this in one car show/block 

party that everyone would greatly enjoy and the local towns and the press would be 

extremely happy to have us.  It is a weeklong event if we wanted to make it so, and the RV 

park is actually encouraging us to do so if possible.  Of course, individuals could arrive as 

time allows, but they would not be disappointed…   https://cruisinthecoast.com/. 

 

Take a look from the air of the property and surrounding area.  The property is just above the 

red roofs of the two buildings in the lower part of the picture, 

https://goo.gl/maps/H7HW4ujeK61vderW7.  

 

Located directly on Hwy 90 in Biloxi with 800 feet of private beach

 

https://cruisinthecoast.com/


Plenty of room for unlimited number of Herbie’s as well as other VW’s 

 
 

 

Map showing major locations of car corrals/city locations where cars are displayed… 

 
 

 

2)  Circle Yer Wagons, VW Show 

This all VW event is located in one of the best possible locations in the upper NE US with 

mountains all around and plenty of tourist locations to visit and explore including the 

Hollywood Star Cars Museum in Gatlinburg. 

When: October 3-4 2020 

Typical Date: May 2-3 

Location: Sevierville, TN 

Type: All VW Show and Huge Swap meet (riverbank camping in the show area) 



Duration of Event: 2 days 

Contact: www.circleyerwagens.com OR CALL (865) 654-8009 8-5 M-F EST 

Person: 

Cost: (Summary) $15 pre-registered, $20 at gate for car entry. Spectator $7 per day or $12 

weekend pass. Kids 12 and under free with adult 

Cost Details -- 

Spectator fees: one day pass $7 - weekend pass $12 - children 12 & under free when 

accompanied by adult 

Vendor fees: $25 per day for unlimited space, outdoors, pre-registered by APRIL 18, 2020- 

$35 per day at the gate (includes one weekend pass) 

Vendors urged to pre-register to be guaranteed a space otherwise we can't promise we can 

fit you in. 

VWs for sale: $25 for one day or weekend pre-registered by APRIL 18, 2020- $35 at the gate 

(includes one weekend pass) 

Show entry fees: $15 pre-registered by APRIL 18, 2020- $20 at the gate (includes vehicle & 

driver) 

Camping fees: $10 per person for one day or weekend (not per night). This is in addition to 

any other fees. Children 12 & under camp free. Camping is primitive (no hookups) with 

showers & clean restrooms available. Pets required to be on a leash & picked up after. 

Lodging: 

Motel info: 1-800-548-9038. On the web, http://www.landmarkinnthesmokies.com 

Must mention this event for reduced rate 

 Typical Weather: 

Mild for October season 

Distance 

from Orlando: 670 miles (10 hours) 
from Boston: 920 miles (14.5 hours) 
from Los Angeles: 2211 miles (33 hours) 
from Seattle: 2600 miles (39 hours) 
Other Things in Area to do: *miles from Sevierville, TN 

Officially U.S. 129, the Dragon’s Tail winds through 318 curves – some of them hairpin – in 11 
miles (75 miles) 
*many water parks, museums, wineries, adventure parks and family friendly places 
Titanic Museum 
Hatfield and McCoy Dinner Show 
Harrisburg Covered Bridge 
WonderWorks Pigeon Forge 
Parrot Mountain and Gardens 
Hollywood Wax Museum 
NASCAR speedpark smoky Mountains 
MagQuest 
Rainforest Adventures Discovery Zoo 



Pigeon Forge Snow 
Smoky Mountain Deer Farm and Exotic Petting Zoo - with horseback riding 
Outdoor Gravity Park 
Smoky Mountain Knife Works 
Cooter’s Place Pigeon Forge 
Bluff Mountain Adventures 
Adventure Park Ziplines 
The Wonders Of Magic 
Ripley’s Old MacDonald’s Farm Mini-Golf 
TN Museum of Aviation 
Floyd Garrett’s Muscle Car Museum 
Sevier Air Trampoline and Ninja Warrior Park 
Seven Islands State Birding Park 
Castle of Chaos 
Beyond the Lens Family Farm 
Rocky Top Wine Trail Mountain Valley Winery 
Apple Barn Winery 
Wahoo Ziplines 
Hillside Winery 
Scenic Helicopter Tours 
Rowdy Bear Ridge 
Douglas Dam 
Wild WaterDome Indoor Waterpark 
Smokey Mountain Escape Games 
Soaky Mountain waterpark 
Elvis and Hollywood Legends Museum 
Harrisburg Covered Bridge 
Sevierville City Park 
Mountain Valley Vineyards 
Adrenaline Park 
Nascar Drive Shopping 
Wonderworks Museum 
 

Pros: 

Top 75+ show, dash plaques to the first 150 entrants, cash for best ofs. 
Early setup & registration available Friday before the show 
24 HR SECURITY 
Event held rain or shine. 
Free car wash area with supplies 
Free secure truck & trailer parking inside show area 
Contests & Cash Prize Drawings 
Charity events to support 
Breakfast by Boy Scouts of America available at concessions area Saturday & Sunday 
Motel or camping available 
Can bring pets 
  

Cons: 

Long drive if you are not on the east coast 
Possibly finding room at the VW show due to limited space at the show grounds. 
Driving distance through mountainous terrain. 
 



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3)  VW's In The Valley, VW Show 

Another all VW event also located in one of the most beautiful locations in the upper NE US 

with mountains all around, but not quite the tourist attraction as #1 above with not quite as 

much to do for entertainment, etc.  The show is not as large as #1 but would be more laid 

back and less congested.  They usually run several hundred cars and can hold around 400. 

When: Usually the third week of September.   

Typical Date: September 18-19, 2020 

Location: Maggie Valley, North Carolina 

Type: A nice all VW show held in the heart of the Smokies during the middle of September.  

Usually 250-300 cars in attendance with room for up to 400. 

Duration of Event: 2 days 

Contact: Robert Eastwood @ 276-620-1246 or email eastwoodr@yahoo.com or visit 

www.vwaircooledassociation.com. 

Person:  Robert Eastwood 

Cost: (Summary) $10 for the show.  Otherwise, not considered a really high tourist area so 

costs should be relatively low. 

 Lodging: Adequate hotel sites around Maggie Valley  

Typical Weather:  The weather runs 76° / 52° in September with rain fall approx.. 8 days in the 

month.   

 Distance 

from Orlando: 608 miles 
from Boston: 937 miles  
from Los Angeles: 2276 miles 
from Seattle: 2660 miles  
  

Other Things in the Area to do:   

Beautiful part of the country for cruising 
36 miles to Ashville 
67 miles to Tail of the Dragon 
 

Pros: 

Nice VW show, open to all VW’s. 
Good Centralized Location for Eastern Seaboard. 
Nice weather. 
Amble hotels and restaurants. 
Close to Asheville  
Tourist area with small shops, motorcycle museum, etc.. 
Popular area for cruising through the mountains, i.e., Tail of the Dragon at Deals Gap with 
318 curves in 11 miles: America’s number one motorcycle and sports car road 
https://tailofthedragon.com/ 



  

Cons: 

Late in the year for a Herbie anniversary. 

Long drive if you are not on the east coast. 

 

 

 

4) Central Florida 

 
Most everyone is familiar with Florida and the unique things it has to offer including all of the 

attractions, beaches, space coast, etc..  This one was added late in the game in that we had 

3 events that were considered in Florida, but most of them conflicted with other major events 

going on at the same time that simply complicates things like places to stay, things that can 

be done, etc.  Item #4 is basically a free style, let’s make our own agenda type suggestion.  

By doing so, we can take advantage of areas like the Daytona International Speedway that 

told us last year that they would gladly roll out the red carpet for us if it wasn’t for the 

conflicts of last March, driving on Daytona Beach and enjoying the ocean, Kennedy Space 

Center that would be a blast to visit, and even spending some time back in the Orlando area 

maybe at Old Town once again, a little more time around Disney and so on.  We would have to 

work out the details, but it could be a lot of fun… 

 

When: Plan around other major Florida events so that there is no interference 

 

Typical Date:  Maybe April while it is still cool  

 

Type:  General gathering with possible car show around the Herbies 

 

Duration of Event:  Suggest 3 days minimum. 

 

Contact: (email and phone):  Gail Love 

 

Cost:  Depends on what we want to do... 

 

Lodging:  Plenty of lodging available as long as it does not coincide with other major events 

in the area. 

 

Typical Weather:  The weather runs 83° / 60° in April with rain fall approx.. 2 days in the 

month.  

 

Distance From:  Orlando – 0 miles, Boston – 1280 miles, Los Angeles – 2475 miles, Seattle- 

3020 miles 

 

Other Things in Area to do:  Highly suggest we make it around the Daytona International 

Speedway with a trip possibly down to the Kennedy Space Center and Walt Disney World, 

but it could include any combination of places such as Saint Augustine. 

 

Pros: 

 

Weather would be really nice in April or later in the year. 



Might include some locations rarely visited by many from around the country. 

Amble hotels and restaurants. 

 

Cons: 

 

Distance from SW and NW United States. 

 

 

A Special Note from The Planning Committee: 
 

Like it was earlier said, we know that whatever location we select as a group, it will never be 

perfect for everyone.  All we can hope for is that the majority of those interested in attending 

will be encouraged to do so if possible.  We also know that there might be other suggestions 

to come out as have already, that either were not considered or not selected by us.  And that 

is fine as well.  If someone really wanted to pick up the torch and run with it for some other 

location or time of year, that is completely understandable.  However, not everyone will be 

able to make two events in one year and it is our hope that we can have one great event 

instead of two. 

 

drluv… 


